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Dr Natalya Yakovenko addresses in this Bailrigg Paper what
is, arguably, the most pressing issue in Ukrainian foreign policy
today: what are the prospects for Ukraine becoming integrated
into Europe and joining the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation?
The former concerns the country’s economic and political
future, the latter its military security. The one is related to the
other, but both operate in different contexts and different time-
scales.

Time is not, however, on Ukraine’s side. It is not merely a matter
of the speed with which the Western European states can be
persuaded that Ukraine is potentially a valuable ally and partner
but also the speed at which Ukraine itself can overcome its
own domestic economic, social and political difficulties to
demonstrate it is also an attractive member of an integrated
European community.

Mitigating this objective is the counter force of Russian and
Commonwealth of independent states pressure. The economic
and political structures of the former Soviet Union have proved
difficult to unravel. Ukraine, as a consequence, whilst ideally
looks west has to accept the immediately realities that it has
to look east where its most immediate markets are to be found
and where potential industrial partners exist. Dr Yakovenko
explores these issues in a subsequent Bailrigg Paper (# 29).

The value of this Ukraine, NA TO and European Security  lies
in the approach that has been adopted and the emphasis that
has been given. There is a significant difference between the
way that the West perceives Ukraine and what contribution
that country can offer and the way that Ukraine perceives the
situation. Perceptions matter in international relations, and
whilst the claims that the author makes for the progress that
Ukraine has made over the past six years may not necessarily
strike an accord with western analysts, it is important that it be
recorded. This Bailrigg paper does just that and more: an
Eastern European scholar’s view of the significance of NATO
enlargement and the future of European security offers a
valuable insight as to what others perceive is happening.
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