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The Labour Government’s Strategic Defence Review has
emphasised that UK defence will be ‘foreign policy led’.
It is committed to a policy of strong armed forces to
enable Britain to be an influential force in world affairs
through defence, or preventive, diplomacy. To achieve
this, there has been renewed interest in maritime forces
and power projection. Littoral W arfare and Joint
Mar i t ime Operat ions  is  a  t imely  and impor tant
contribution to the debate.

Since the end of the Cold war, the navies of the Western
world have increasingly shifted their doctrinal and
operational focus towards the problems posed by littoral
warfare.  While sea control remains a crucial naval task,
the emphasis is  now much di rected towards the
projection of power from the sea against objectives on
land.  The Royal Navy, no less than its counterparts
elsewhere, is still addressing the implications of, and
potential strategic and operational opportunities provided
by, this change in emphasis.

The l i t toral  areas are more than merely complex
operational problems to be overcome.  Demographically,
these regions are the world’s most populous, with
immense importance as political, economic and military
centres.  Geostrategically, they form the junctions
between globally important trade routes, and also
contain numerous vital chokepoints.  In security terms,
the increasing imbalance in wealth and resource
distribution makes them a focal point for instability.

In today’s strategic environment, the prevailing balance
of time and space - operational, political, and logistic -
is more conducive to the exercise of maritime power, at
least by the West, than it has been in many years.
Maritime forces possess the greatest flexibility and range
of options: their mobility, lift capacity, and ability to loiter
in international waters without need of host nation
support is invaluable.  The integration of technology -
precision firepower, comprehensive C3I, and intelligent
use of logistics - is also increasingly permitting the
application of manoeuvre warfare theories to maritime
operations.

The Royal Navy and Royal Marines amphibious forces
already practised a limited form of manoeuvre warfare
during the Cold War, albeit necessitated by restricted
resources. This is now serving as a firm foundation for
the adoption of a more sophisticated, and necessarily
joint, approach to maritime warfare, made possible by
new or projected improvements in precision firepower,
lift capability, and command and control capabilities.
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